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City of Inverness: Site #10

A Novel Location
A City Rich with Jacobite History

[©2011 Avarim]

Inverness is the United Kingdom’s northernmost city and the administrative center for the Highland
Council Area. It is regarded as the capital city of the Scottish Highlands. In the Scots Gaelic language,
Inverness means “Mouth of the River Ness.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inverness
“The Clan Fraser of Lovat has been strongly associated with Inverness and the surrounding area
since the Clan’s founder gained lands there in the 13th century … The Clan Fraser of Lovat in
Inverness‐shire has historically dominated local politics and been active in every major military
conflict involving Scotland. … ‘Fraser’ remains the most prominent family name within the
Inverness area.”
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clan_Fraser_of_Lovat
First, the Bad News
All of the Inverness city locations we’ve come to know and love from reading Diana’s novels are
fictional. The following places, for example, do not exist in the real‐world:
 Mrs. Baird’s B&B
 Reverend Wakefield’s home
 The pub where Frank and Claire met up with Rev. Wakefield
 The Institute for the Study of Highland Folklore (where Geillis studied before journeying back
through the stones)
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More Bad News: No Filming Took Place in Inverness
The iconic Inverness exterior scenes for Seasons 1 and 2 of the Outlander TV series were filmed in
Falkland Village (Site #6).
 Frank and Claire’s second honeymoon in 1945
 The days just before the Battle of Culloden in 1746
 Claire’s visit to the Inverness County Records Office in 1968
The Good News
When compared to Edinburgh or Glasgow, Inverness is a relatively small city and is easy to
reconnoiter. Inverness also is home to many marvelously historic sites.
Schedule at least one day to visit sites within the Inverness City Centre.
Begin by heading to the Inverness iCentre (information center) at the southwestern corner of Bridge
and the intersection of Church/Castle Wynd streets, in the center of the city. (Directions for reaching
this area are provided below, in the Time & Travel section.)

[©2015 sorakara‐banana (enhanced)]

The Inverness iCentre is open 7 days a week, year‐round.
 9am to 5pm, Mondays through Saturdays
 10am to 3pm on Sundays (4pm during the tourist season)

…
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Inverness Castle
A succession of castles have crowned this site since the 11th century, when the original fortified
structure was built from wood.
“Inverness Castle is right in the heart of Inverness city overlooking the River Ness … which it has
guarded for centuries.”
http://www.explore‐inverness.com/what‐to‐do/castles‐great‐places/
Above right is a drawing of what the castle looked like between 1725 and 1746, when it was called
Fort George and housed two Independent Highland Companies that fought for the British.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inverness_Castle
http://www.castlesfortsbattles.co.uk/highland/fort_george.html

…
To learn more about Flora MacDonald, peruse the websites linked below.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flora_MacDonald
http://northcarolinahistory.org/encyclopedia/flora‐macdonald‐1722‐1790/
http://www.rampantscotland.com/famous/blfamflora.htm
Why do we provide so much information about Flora MacDonald?
Because she appears in the sixth Outlander novel, A Breath of Snow and Ashes.
In August of 1774, Jamie and Claire traveled from Fraser’s Ridge to his aunt Jocasta’s estate
(River Run) to attend a barbecue. Flora MacDonald was the event’s guest of honor.
http://outlander.wikia.com/wiki/A_Breath_of_Snow_and_Ashes

…

[©2016 Google Maps UK Street View & Map segments (enhanced)]

To reach Inverness Castle and Flora MacDonald’s statue, exit the Inverness iCentre and walk down to
Castle Wynd. Turn right (south). At the wynd’s end, you’ll see signs directing you to turn right and
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visit the Inverness Museum and Art Gallery. Instead, proceed forward and climb up the short flight
of steps leading to Inverness Castle. From the top of the steps, continue south, walking along the east
side of the castle to its south‐facing front entrance. There you’ll find Flora’s statue. (You can visit the
Museum and Art Gallery after paying your respects to Flora’s statue.)

…

[©2016 Google Maps UK image segments (married and enhanced)]

Outlandish Scotland Journey Inverness Maps
To assist all Outlanderites visiting Inverness and the surrounding area, we created five maps and
posted them in one Outlandish Extras Inverness Maps PDF.
http://OutlandishScotland.com/10InvernessMaps.pdf
The first map shows all of the Outlandish locations featured in OSJ Part 2 chapters. (One exception:
the Loch Ness Tours chapter has a site number, but is actually a review of the loch tours available.
Thus, it is not listed as a “location” on the map.)
The second OSJ Inverness map shows all of the Inverness City Centre sites discussed within this
chapter—as well as a few city centre sites suggested by Inverness Outlanders.
OSJ Inverness Maps Key

…

Time & Travel: Inverness City Centre
As previously mentioned, it’s best to begin your Inverness city visit by heading to the Inverness
iCentre (information center) at the southwestern corner of Bridge and Church/Castle Wynd streets.
Thus, OSJ Inverness Maps 3, 4, and 5 provide directions for walking to the iCentre for those who
arrive in Inverness via car, bus, or train.
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The Rose Street Car Park, Inverness Bus Station, and Inverness Railway Station are all within a 4 to 7
minute walk from the Inverness iCentre.

Visiting Time
The amount of time Outlanderites should allow for a visit within the city of Inverness is entirely
dependant upon what you’d like to see and do. While perusing the information provided above,
make schedule notes for each place that strikes your fancy. After that, total each location’s time
requirements to determine the length of your optimal visit. If your overall Inverness area itinerary
won’t allow that long of a city visit, you’ll need to make adjustments.

Driving to Inverness City Centre
Being a relatively small city, driving into Inverness is remarkably stress free.
Please note, however, that city centre street‐side parking spaces are usually limited to 1 hour—
which isn’t enough time to accomplish anything more than a mad dash through the iCentre. If you’ll
be driving into Inverness, head to the public car park nearest to the iCentre, on Rose Street.
The Old Town Rose Street Multi‐Storey Car Park
http://www.invernessbid.co.uk/inverness‐city‐centre‐guide/parking
The Rose Street car park is a pay‐on‐exit facility and is open 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. Use the
address or coordinates below to reach it.
Rose Street, Inverness IV1 1NH
57.481195, ‐4.226535

…
Lodging in Inverness
When reading our Outlandish Extras Scotland Lodging Tips PDF you’ll learn why Googling the type
of Inverness accommodation you’re looking for is not the best idea.
http://OutlandishScotland.com/ScotlandLodgingTips.pdf
Unlike Edinburgh and Glasgow, however, the city of Inverness is small enough that TripAdvisor is a
terrific Inverness local lodging resource. On the TripAdvisor page below, you’ll find links to
reviews of 33 hotels, 244 B&Bs or Inns, and 35 “Specialty Lodgings”—almost all of which are within
the city.
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotels‐g186543‐Inverness_Scottish_Highlands_Scotland‐Hotels.html
Before heading to TripAdvisor to find an Inverness hotel or B&B, however, check out the Culloden
House Hotel and our Inverness Hostel reviews, below.

…
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Loch Ness: Site #14

A Novel Location
One of the Most Popular Destinations in Scotland
In our opinion, the best way to enjoy the history and mystery of Loch Ness—as well as the stunning
landscapes—is by booking a guided tour. The purpose of this chapter is to introduce Outlanderites to
Loch Ness and help you decide which guided Loch Ness Tour to book.
Outlanderites who prefer to perform a self‐guided tour of the loch and its attractions, however,
will find our directions for doing so at the end of this chapter.

…
And that’s all we have to say about Nessie.

Loch Ness Tours
The best Loch Ness tours available—the only ones we promote—are those that originate in or near
Inverness. These are tours that take you to the loch and its associated attractions, returning you to the
point of departure within 4 hours (a half‐day tour) or 8 hours (a full‐day tour).
Beware of tours with “Loch Ness” in the title if they originate in Edinburgh, Glasgow, or any
place other than Inverness. These tours commonly include a stop at the southwest end of Loch
Ness—the village of Fort Augustus—far away from the loch’s most popular places. By stopping here,
they can include “Loch Ness” in their tour title and attract more tourist attention.
Some of these tours offer an optional quick cruise of Loch Ness from Fort Augustus (for an extra
fee), but rarely do any of them schedule visits to the attractions found on the shores of this famous
loch. For Outlanderites unable to include Inverness on their schedule, however, we’ll provide a list of
Loch Ness tours originating in Edinburgh and Glasgow later in this chapter.
Selecting Your Guided Tour
As always, the amount of time and money you wish to spend is a major factor when selecting a tour,
and that determination depends greatly upon what you’d like to see and do.
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First, acquaint yourself with the two most popular places associated with Loch Ness:
 The Loch Ness Centre and Exhibition in the village of Drumnadrochit
 The ruins of Urquhart Castle and its subterranean Visitor Centre
Our Drumnadrochit (Site #15) and Urquhart Castle (Site #16) chapters contain in‐depth information
about these two attractions. If you’ll be booking a half‐day (4‐hour) rather than a full‐day (8‐hour)
Loch Ness tour, you may need to choose between these two sites.
Below are brief descriptions of other sites on or near the loch that are commonly included on local
Loch Ness tour itineraries. Following these site descriptions, we’ll introduce you to the Loch Ness
Tours we recommend.

…

[©2003 CD Miller]

Loch Ness Cruises
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We highly recommend enjoying a short cruise as part of your Loch Ness tour. Our recommended
guided tour company offers a 30 minute cruise option on each of their Loch Ness tours—a perfect
amount of time.
Outlanderites embarking on a self‐guided Loch Ness tour can peruse the websites below to learn
what cruise options are available.
Loch Ness by Jacobite
https://www.jacobite.co.uk/
This company operates a fleet of four boats and offers Loch Ness cruises departing from harbors at
the northern end of Loch Ness and the Caledonian Canal. They also offer a few coach‐and‐cruise
Loch Ness tours originating in Inverness.
The shortest Loch Ness by Jacobite cruise is the 1‐hour “Inspiration” cruise.
https://www.jacobite.co.uk/cruiseinfo/Inspiration/
This cruise departs from (and returns to) Clansman Harbor, which is Stop 2 on the Outlandish
Scotland Journey Self‐Guided Loch Ness Tour Itinerary.
www.OutlandishScotland.com/SelfGuidedLochNessTour.pdf
Deepscan Cruises
http://www.lochness.com/cruises.aspx
Based from the Loch Ness Centre and Exhibition (see our Drumnadrochit, Site #15 chapter), Stop 3 on
the Self‐Guided Loch Ness Tour. One‐hour cruises depart almost every hour between 10 am and 6
pm. Captain Alistair Matheson of the Loch Ness Project named his vessel after the famous 1987
Deepscan Expedition. (Prebooking is not available.)
Castle Cruises Loch Ness
http://www.lochnesscruises.com/
http://www.lochnessgifts.com/
The Castle Cruises ticket office is in the Loch Ness Gifts store directly across the road from the
Drumnadrochit iCentre and free public car park. Skippered by Gordon Menzies or Dick Raynor,
Castle Cruises’ vessel is a 31‐foot cruiser called the Morag mo Chridhe. Again, 1‐hour cruises depart
almost every hour between 10 am and 6 pm. (Prebooking is not available.)
BTW: The Loch Ness Gifts store in Drumnadrochit and the Clansman Hotel’s Loch Ness Nessie
Shop are owned by the same company.

…
Our Pick for the Best Loch Ness Guided Tour
Our Loch Ness guided tour company recommendation is based on CD Miller’s “Discover Loch Ness”
tour experience and our present‐day Loch Ness tours research. Imagine our surprise when we
learned that Discover Loch Ness was the progenitor of the company that ultimately earned our favor!

…
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[©2017 Google Street View image segment (enhanced)]

Self‐Guided Loch Ness Driving Tour
If you’re not interested in a guided tour, a self‐guided trek to the loch and its attractions isn’t difficult
to accomplish.
First, decide what you want to visit. Consider our descriptions of the places and attractions found
around Loch Ness (above), and the info available in our Drumnadrochit and Urquhart Castle
chapters. Do you want to do the whole Loch Ness circuit? Or, will you be happy with the major west
bank sites?
Next, use our Self‐Guided Loch Ness Tour PDF to plan your route and create a timed itinerary.
www.OutlandishScotland.com/SelfGuidedLochNessTour.pdf
Once you have an idea of what time you’ll reach the Clansman Harbor, book your 1‐hour Loch Ness
by Jacobite “Inspiration” cruise. Or, if you’d rather not commit to a specific schedule, wait until you
reach Drumnadrochit to enjoy one of those tours.

[Internet‐posted pix (enhanced) ©Unknown]

Non‐Inverness Loch Ness Tours
As promised, here is a list of “Loch Ness” tours originating in Edinburgh and Glasgow for
Outlanderites unable to include Inverness on their schedule.

…
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Drumnadrochit Village: Site #15

A Novel Location
A Popular Loch Ness Attraction

[Google Street View image segment (enhanced)]

The delightful village of Drumnadrochit is situated at the foot of Glen Urquhart—a long, steep‐sided
valley—where it meets the A82 highway that runs along the western (aka northern) shore of Loch
Ness.

…
Pronunciation Tips
Helpfully, Drumnadrochit is pronounced pretty much like it’s spelled, “DRUM‐nah‐DROCK‐et.”
As for Urquhart, there are two different options, neither of which look like the spelling. People named
Urquhart generally pronounce it, “AHK‐art.” When referring to the glen or castle, however, “ER‐cut”
is the common pronunciation.
Either way, there is no “cue” sound involved.
Just say, “ER‐cut” (and “Glen ER‐cut”), and you’ll be fine.
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[Outlander Season 2, Episode 213 screenshot segment (enhanced)]

In the last episode of Outlander Season Two, Roger took Brianna on a loch‐shore picnic (Loch Ness?)
while Claire visited Lallybroch. In Diana’s novel, Claire accompanied Brianna and Roger to
Drumnadrochit, where they rented a small boat and Roger rowed them out on Loch Ness.
“The drive to Drumnadrochit was a delight. The day was one of those clear, bright summer days
that cause tourists from the South to stampede into Scotland in droves during August and
September. …
“‘There it is!’ Brianna said suddenly. ‘Boats for Rent.’ She pointed at the sign in the window
of the dockside pub, and Roger nosed the car into a parking slot outside, with no further thought
of Jamie Fraser.”
Voyager, Chapter 17, “Monsters Rising”
Alas and alack, row boats are no longer available for private hire from Drumnadrochit’s Temple Pier.
To sail on Loch Ness, we suggest that you book a guided Loch Ness tour that includes a short cruise.
[See our Loch Ness (Site #14) chapter.]
Outlanderites on a self‐guided tour can book a 1‐hour long Loch Ness cruise that departs from
the Clansman Hotel, or board one of the smaller, more intimate boats operated by the cruise
companies within Drumnadrochit. (More info later.)
These days, the main attraction in Drumnadrochit is something that didn’t exist in any of Claire’s
times.
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The Loch Ness Centre and Exhibition
Housed in an impressive, sandstone building that was the original Drumnadrochit Hotel (built in
1882), the Loch Ness Centre and Exhibition opened over 30 years ago.

…
And now we come to the other attraction in Drumnadrochit.

[©2014 delightandinspire.com]

…
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Learn More About Drumnadrochit
& the Loch Ness Centre and Exhibition:
http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/drumnadrochit/drumnadrochit/
http://www.undiscoveredscotland.co.uk/drumnadrochit/lochnesscentre/index.html
https://www.secret‐scotland.com/Attractions/loch‐ness‐exhibition‐centre.html
http://www.lochnessproject.org/
http://www.nessie.co.uk/htm/searching_for_nessie/deepscan.html
To see additional Drumnadrochit photos, go to the Drumnadrochit and Loch Ness boards on our
Outlandish Scotland Journey Pinterest Site:
https://www.pinterest.com/chasOSJ/drumnadrochit/
https://www.pinterest.com/chasOSJ/loch‐ness/
All website addresses and coordinates found in this chapter (including those in the sections below)
are available in the Site #15 OutlanderLinks PDF, posted free of charge on the Part 2
OutlanderLinks directory of our website.
http://OutlandishScotland.com/15OutlanderLinks.pdf
Updated information available after Outlandish Scotland Journey is published will also be posted
in this directory.

Time & Travel: Drumnadrochit
Visiting Time
Schedule at least 1 hour at the Loch Ness Centre and Exhibition—the time commonly allotted by
Loch Ness guided tours.
Self‐Guided Outlanderites visiting Drumnadrochit will want to spend up to 2 hours at the centre,
using the extra time to enjoy the shops and outside exhibits.
If you’ll also be booking a Drumnadrochit‐based Loch Ness cruise, allow at least another 1.5
hours: 30 minutes to obtain tickets (allowing time to dash to another company if the one you’re at is
full), 1 hour for the cruise.
Those who can afford additional time to putter around the village will be well rewarded.
Drumnadrochit truly is delightful, populated by shops that sell local arts and crafts, as well as highly‐
rated cafés and pubs.

…
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[©2016 Google Maps UK image segment (enhanced)]

The Outlandish Scotland Journey Drumnadrochit Map
To assist all Outlanderites visiting Drumnadrochit, we created a map identifying the places discussed
within this chapter and freely posted it as a PDF on our website.
http://OutlandishScotland.com/15DrumnadrochitMap.pdf

Lodging in Drumnadrochit
Only 16 miles from Inverness, it’s not a bad idea to lodge in Drumnadrochit. Beware of the 3 hotels
here, however. Based on TripAdvisor reviews, each of the 3 Drumnadrochit hotels are rated lower
than any of the 31 local B&Bs
Below is a link to TripAdvisor’s list of Drumnadrochit B&Bs. We highly recommend these
accommodations, and urge you to avoid the hotels.
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Hotels‐g551809‐c2‐
Drumnadrochit_Loch_Ness_Scottish_Highlands_Scotland‐Hotels.html
For those who prefer to stay in hotels, we’ve listed them below, in order of their TripAdvisor
ranking—“best” first.

…
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Beauly Priory: Site #18

A Novel Location
Historic Abbey Church Ruins
Associated with Beaufort Castle—Another Novel Location

[Outlander Season 2 screenshot (enhanced)]

In Dragonfly in Amber, Jamie and Claire traveled to Beaufort Castle hoping to convince his
grandfather, Lord Lovat, to contribute men in support of the Jacobite cause. During their visit, Claire
met Maisri, the Lord’s seer, when wandering the ruins of Beauly Priory, which was near Lovat’s
estate.
“One afternoon, … I walked through a gap in the ruined Priory wall and found that for once, I
didn’t have it to myself. The tall woman I had seen outside Lovat’s study was there … ”
Dragonfly in Amber, Chapter 41, “The Seer’s Curse”
Before discussing the priory ruins, however, let’s get Beaufort Castle out of the way.

…
Now we can proceed to the subject of this chapter!
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[©2015 Kimberly Kahl]

Beauly Priory
Located within the village of Beauly, this lovely site is managed by Historic Environment Scotland.
“Explore the ruined church of a little‐known order of monks in a wooded, riverside location.
Beauly Priory is one of three priories founded in Scotland in about 1230 for monks of the
Valliscaulian order. … Beauly, meaning ‘beautiful place,’ must have seemed to the monks a
wonderful location in which to devote themselves to worship.”
https://www.historicenvironment.scot/visit‐a‐place/places/beauly‐priory/

…
Beauly Priory receives a Might‐Be‐Fun rating because:
 Most Outlanderites will be happier spending their holiday time visiting more significant novel
locations (and actual film sites).
 That said, those with tons of time and an interest in Clan Fraser of Lovat burial places won’t want
to miss Beauly Priory.

…
Thus ends the Outlandish Scotland Journey Part 2 eBook SAMPLE.
We hope you enjoyed it!

